ROTARY HOME REVIEW
Newsletter—Fall 2014

With Thanksgiving just behind us and the winter
holidays on the horizon, we have spent some time
recently thinking about everyone who contributes
to making Rotary Home such a special place.
In this issue of Rotary Home Review we’ll be shining
a light on some of these wonderful individuals,
groups and companies that make up our Rotary
Home “family”.

Our Mission
The Ottawa Rotary Home exists to
improve the quality of life of caregivers and individuals with
disabilities through a family and
person-centered approach that is
responsive to individual needs and
offered in a dynamic and flexible
way.

“This whole new experience is beneficial for myself and my son. We need
to broaden our horizons and let more
people into our circle. Thank you for
helping us do this!”
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“Thank you for giving A and I this opportunity. We appreciate the growth
with trying new things (and I appreciate the chance to take baby steps).”

From one of our newest clients
after her son’s first visit

An Update on Adult Respite
For the first time since the program opened in 2009,
families have had continuous access for the past 13
months straight to our Adult Respite Program! Since
September 2013 to the present, 4 beds (and occasionally 5 in order to assist with family emergencies) in our
adult wing have been occupied for overnight respite.

Adult Respite Program
Nights Offered
2009—2014

Parents of young adults with disabilities have had the
chance to rest and to plan their visits well in advance
knowing this service was there for them.
We are also on target to reach another milestone this
year for the program: over 1,000 nights of care offered!
Unfortunately, funding is running low and from November 2014 to February 2015 we plan to offer 7 weeks of
respite with the potential for additional weeks in
March depending on the funds available from our
holiday “Angel Campaign” and our upcoming Whisky
& Wine for Rotary Home event on October 30th.

Adult Respite Funding
3% — $8,000 from
Parental Contributions

51% — $143,250 from
Ministry of Community
and Social Services

46% — $95,000 (to
date) and $35,000
planned to end of fiscal
year from Ottawa Rotary
Home Foundation

These are just some of the things we are
thankful for at The Ottawa Rotary Home
13 months straight of adult respite
programming!
Having the opportunity to launch a pilot
project for online training in controlled
acts (e.g. catheterization, injecting
medication). Revenues will help support
our underfunded programs.
Our dedicated, professional and
growing staff of 69 and our many new
volunteers.

Our heartfelt thanks to these partners who
have recently made significant contributions towards programs or capital items.
$20,000 from

The Audette Foundation

$18,000 from the Ottawa
Partners of
The 19 passionate individuals who
comprise our two boards of Directors (for
the Rotary Home and the Rotary Home
Foundation).

The smiles, hugs and laughter we
receive regularly from the parents,
children and adults we serve.

$5,000 from

$5,240 from
$2,900 from
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Rochester Campus Recap!
Since the 2009 opening of our Leitrim Campus
in South Ottawa, our original location on Rochester Street has served as a residential home for
8 adults with multiple disabilities and complex
medical needs.

Clockwise from top:
Baking cookies!
Hanging out at our
first Ottawa Fury
game, and soaring
high at Fly Day.

Our Rochester family is very active in their local
community and they sure do have lots of fun!
Here are some recent photos.

Passport Funding
What Can I Use it For?
Caregiver
Respite




Education

Employment

Volunteer
Activities

Daily life
Persondirected
planning



Hiring someone to help with personal care of a
person with a developmental disability to give the
main caregiver a break. This can be in your own
home or a different location.
Classes through a community centre (or recreational programs (swimming, computers, cooking,
Fees for programs designed for adults with a developmental disability.



Job preparation or work activities (e.g. hiring a
support worker to help with on-the-job training or
to act as a job coach).



Support needed to participate/volunteer in community activities or events (e.g., cost of transportation, cost having a support worker to help you
participate).





Activities that help develop social skills, independent living and personal management (e.g., learning to do banking, taking public transit, or using
the library).
Getting help to develop a person-directed plan
that builds on your strengths and interests, and
identifies the supports needed to achieve your
goals ( up to 10% of passport funding).

Government to Eliminate
Wait Lists
The Government of Ontario has committed to eliminating the wait lists for developmental services within the next two
years for children and four years for adults.
Currently more than 21,000 adults and
children in the province are waiting for
direct funding that they could spend on
day programs, caregiver respite, training
or others supports that they choose.

What is Passport Funding?
Passport is a program that helps adults 18
years or older with a developmental disability to participate in their communities.
It also helps caregivers of an adult with a
developmental disability take a break
from their caregiving responsibilities.
Passport is funded by the Ontario Government and administered by local Passport Agencies.
The above is an excerpt from: http://
www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/programs/
developmental/servicesupport/passport.aspx
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Providing respite care to help keep
families strong and together since 1982.

Congratulations to the following Rotary Home staff:
New Arrivals
Katelyn Stinson and Yannick Szyjka welcomed son Deacon on July 20th
Anise and Sara Samimi welcomed daughter Holly Ellen Samimi on August 27th
Alicia Petrone and Tim Miller welcomed daughter Stella Miller on September 14th
Lindsay Jenkinson and Andrew McMurtrie welcomed daughter Dorothy Logan
McMurtrie on September 25th

Newlyweds
Christine and Eric Turgeon, married on May 10th
Thomas Woods and Jess, married on August 9th
Kathryn Neima and Steve, married on September 13th
Lisa Gremli and Stacey Eagen, married on September 19th
Crystal Eisler and James Flemming, married on September 27th

11th Annual
ROTARY HOME GOLF-A-THON
June 9, 2014 at Emerald Links
You helped raise $75,000!

Thank you to the volunteers, golfers, donors and
our sponsors! What a fantastic event we had this
year. The weather was perfect, Beau’s All Natural
Brewing Company was on hand with refreshments
and you helped raise $75,000 in support of the
Adult Respite Program at Rotary Home!
We would like to recognize the following sponsors
who contributed $544 or more to the event.

International
Orthopaedic
Consultants Inc.
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A Very Special
Sing-Along
When I was asked to write about a
special experience that took place
at the Adult Respite several events
came to mind. How could anyone
pick only one when there are always new experiences here at the
Ottawa Rotary Home?

Just last week, the Antique Car
Tunes came to entertain clients and
staff with a great selection of music
that brought smiles to the faces of
many. What a special time to be
able to relax as a family and just sit
and enjoy each other’s company.

The interaction between the musicians and our clients was incredible
to see! I remember very vividly one
individual in particular, every time
Should I write about the silly dance
the music stopped it allowed her to
parties, walking in the rain, playing
sing for the rest of the guest staff as
cards outside when a gust of wind
well as the band. She might not be
blew the cards away?
able to go on the road with them,
All would be great choices. Howbut her enthusiasm radiated
ever, my favourite happened just
throughout the room and everyone
recently when all the adults from our who was here that afternoon felt it.
Respite and Adult Day Programs
Laughter, music, and the enjoyment
and from our Rochester campus
joined in for an afternoon of music of the people around us gave everyone a boost to their day.

and laughs.

Rosanna Stacey, Rotary Home Adult
Program Counsellor

Neil and Lauri Videto from The Antique Car
Tunes on their recent visit at our Leitrim Campus (above). A turkey craft made by the children staying at Rotary Home just before
Thanksgiving (below).

Interested in Using Passport Funding for
Overnight Respite?
Beginning in November 2014 we will be accepting bookings for
adult respite using passport funds at a cost of $275 per night.
For more information or to book a visit please contact Chantal
Ladouceur at 613.236.3200 or
ChantalL@rotaryhome.on.ca.
Chantal will be conducting surveys and focus
groups soon to find out more about your needs
and how we can
help meet them.

We believe that our mission
and services contribute to

strengthening communities,

assisting those in desperate need,
and keeping families strong
and healthy so they can be
committed community-minded
people.

Thank you to KPMG for donating some very comfy and stylish furniture!
Here are Cassie and Lindsay enjoying the new chairs in our adult lounge.
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VISIT WWW.ROTARYHOME.ON.CA
FOR YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

This is our Rotary Home “family tree”. It’s a
painting we recently created with the idea
of crafting a living showcase of our ever
growing family. The leaves of tree are the
finger prints of visiting children and adults
and staff—it even includes the finger prints
from our auditors! We will be adding new
prints as time goes on and our family continues to expand.

This is Abby and Nigel Brown
(pictured at right). Abby recently
donated $635 to the Rotary Home
Foundation towards the Adult Respite Program. She raised the money
selling handmade headbands.
Thank you so much Abby for your
hard work fundraising for Rotary
Home and for your generosity.
Here are a few words from Abby:
The Rotary Home has provided our
family with much needed support
and respite services.
When I found out that the adult
side of the home was in need of
funding to keep it operating, it
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Stay connected!
823 Rotary Way, Ottawa, ON K1T 3W6
Rotary Home: 613.236.3200 Foundation: 613.822.5391

www.rotaryhome.on.ca
info@rotaryhome.on.ca info@orhfoundation.ca

really hit close to home. As my
brother has become older, I have
realized how important respite is for
people with special needs and
their aging caregivers.
I've always believed that if you are
not part of the solution, you are
part of the problem, so that's why I
decided to fundraise.
The Rotary Home keeps families like
ours strong by providing quality respite care for our loved ones. I am
grateful for all they have done for
us over the years and I hope that
families like ours can continue to
receive much needed services in
the years to come.

